
 
 
April 4th , 2019 
 
Mr. Noel Burke 
Chair of the Council of Commissioners  
Lester B. Pearson School Board 
1925 Brookdale Ave.  
Dorval, Quebec 
H9P 2Y7 
 
Subject: An appeal to the Council of Commissioners to facilitate the transfer of Riverdale High Schools to PCHS by 
treating it as a merger. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Burke, 

On behalf of the Riverdale Governing Board, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to pronounce myself on 
Section 40 of the Education Act as it pertains to revoking the deed of establishment of Riverdale High School 
effective July 1, 2019.  However, since the closure of Riverdale High School is decreed by the Quebec Government 
and is not a decision of the Council of Commissioners of the LBPSB, responding to Me Geneviève Dugré, Secretary 
General, regarding any objection is moot.  Instead, we would like to appeal to you and the Council of 
Commissioners to allow this unusual situation to be resolved through merger.  This is what was originally 
communicated to the RHS community by members of the Lester B. Pearson School Board at the first Town Hall 
meeting which was held on February 18, 2019. 

Although the Riverdale community is saddened by the loss of its school, we are approaching the combining of RHS 
and PCHS with optimism.   This “merger” is an opportunity for both school communities to come together and 
create a “new school” that reflects the best both schools have to offer. Students and staff from both communities 
will benefit from a greater selection of programs and extracurricular activities.  It is this optimism that we have 
presented to our staff, our parents but most importantly, to our students.  

Our community entered the first merger committee meeting in good faith and made some initial concessions, 
knowing that we needed to move quickly to ensure a smooth transition for all concerned. 

It is our understanding that rather than handle this situation as a merger, it will instead be handled as a transfer, 
where our students will simply become students of PCHS.  We urge you to reconsider this decision for the 
following reasons: 

1. If not for the current government decision regarding RHS, it is probable that our school would have 
ceased to exist as part of the upcoming Major School Change Consultation.  If that had been the case, the 
closure of Riverdale would have probably been treated as a merger and not a transfer, therefore creating 
a new school.  

 
2. Many of our students and especially those with special needs, are understandably anxious about 

changing schools.  We understand the School Board appreciates this challenge, proven by the 
appointment of Lindsay Weisbloom to overlook the transition of students with special needs.  What is 
imperative for all students is consistency and familiarity. This is already going to be a big change (new 
building and a much bigger school population), made more difficult by a change in support staff.  We 
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believe that handling it as a merger, where both teachers and support staff would be selected based on 
seniority, is the right and fair way to handle this and would ensure that many of our support staff would 
accompany the students with special needs. Having said this, given current collective agreements for 
support staff, in a non-merger situation we would appeal to you to increase the amount of support staff 
allocated to our new school allowing all RHS’s current integration aides and support staff to remain with 
our students for at least the first year. We would also ask that the FSST at Riverdale follow the students.  

 
3. We understand that the RHS Community does not have the legal right to comment on any amendment to 

the deed of establishment of PCHS. We do however strongly believe that a name change to the school 
would be important as this would give the students of Riverdale and PCHS the opportunity to build a new 
school with a new identity together as equals. This would also reflect an acknowledgement of a 
fundamental change to the school culture with the addition of our students. 

4. It is our belief that students from both communities would benefit from at least one of each school’s 
current administrators being appointed to the new school next year. We also feel that for the ease of 
transition of both staff and students, all tenured office staff should be assigned to the new school for at 
least the first year. 

As a final note, we wanted to outline some of the benefits that we see in creating a new and improved school: 

● More choice for students in terms of programs and extracurricular activities 
● An improved and more complete offering for students with special needs 
● A larger population which would allow for more funding 
● Less risk or worry of school closure now that the school is closer to capacity 
● As the school offering grows stronger, it may provide an incentive to parents who currently choose to 

send their children to other Lester B Pearson schools south of the 40, to reconsider, and send their 
children to their community school. 

Thanks in advance for your consideration, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

 
 
 
Jennifer Delloye 
Riverdale GB Chair, 2018-19 
 

c.c. Me Geneviève Dugré, Secretary General  
M. Chechile, Director General 
T. Rhymes, Assistant Director General 
C. Heffernan, Assistant Director General 
M. Canavan, Principal Riverdale High School 
C. Fuzessy, Regional Director 
N. Beaton, Commissioner 
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