
From: Anna Bakopoulos    
Sent: November 5, 2019 1:34 PM 
To: Major School Change <msc@lbpsb.qc.ca> 
Subject: MSC - Beurling Academy  
 
Good Afternoon,  
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
The major school change announcement regarding Beurling Academy could not have come at a 
better time. There is a huge opportunity to make Beurling Academy a stronger, more 
specialized school. With the support of the school board and the Quebec education minister, 
Beurling could become a sought after school with a specialized focus on mental health.  
 
The majority of students that attend Beurling are survivors of trauma. Their mental health plays 
a vital role in their attitude towards their education. The staff at Beurling have made it their 
goal to help address the needs of the students that have been left behind. By closing Beurling 
Academy, it would send these students to schools with larger student populations and many of 
these students with specialized needs would fall through the cracks.  
 
Rather than discussing the closure of Beurling, we should be focusing on making Beurling a first 
of its' kind school that specializes in ACES (Adverse Childhood Experiences). This would create a 
holistic education environment where the staff would have the tools and time to focus on each 
students' strengths and weaknesses.  
 
We would be causing harm to the students by sending them away to schools that cannot meet 
them where they currently are.  
 
Students who live in Verdun would not have easy access to the services provided through their 
school anymore (social worker, nurse, etc). Yes, access to services is still available - but barriers 
exist once their postal code is taken into account.  
 
I hope the decision that is made is in the best interests of the students. It may not seem 
profitable or sustainable to make Beurling a smaller, more alternative school now, but long-
term this could be a very proud moment for the LBPSB. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Annie Bakopoulos  
Infirmière Clinicienne  
Programme Enfance-Jeunesse  
Santé Scolaire 
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