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                 BRIEF FOR MAJOR SCHOOL CHANGE CONSULTATION 2019-20 

                                        RE: BEURLING ACADEMY 

                                        

FROM BOB DUBOIS Grad of VCHS. Former and highly active member of Beurling 

Academy Governing Board as a Community Rep for 6 ½ and for 5 years at Verdun 

Elementary.  Former parent-member of St. Thomas More GB and Regional 

Parents Committee, and STM PPO. 

Former paid member of BA and Riverview Home and School. 

Covered the local School scene through my “Verdun School News” weekly column 

in the Verdun Messenger part of Transcon Publications. 

 

PERSONAL HISTORY/VIEWS: It is with a sense of regret and frustration that the 

Verdun Community is once again thrust upon to react and shape a decision that 

will keep a high school or secondary offering in the easternmost area of the 

LBPSB.  

As a lifelong resident of this area and grad of the former VCHS, and having 

covered the first 10 years of BA, by virtue of my weekly school column in the 

Verdun Messenger, I have seen/witnessed many of the ups and downs of this 

building almost 60 years young having opened in 1961. 

From a peak of 1370 students and with 72 teachers in 1971 for VCHS, then a 

closure for a few years of a complete high school in Verdun, then the exciting 

return of a local high school named Beurling Academy and with exciting numbers 

in those early years with a peak close to 1000 students. It was wonderful to see. 

But here we are again, having to make choices, we should not have to, but it’s 

there. 

WHY ARE WE HERE:  One could look at several reasons for the position that the 

Verdun Community finds itself in again. The first two below are out of control of 

the Board, but the others are within control of the Board in some way. 

 



1—Decline in birth rate 

2—Bill 101 

3—Verdun Parents sending their students to LCCHS and other neighbouring high 

schools. Public and private. Why? Has any survey ever been taken to find out 

causes as to why? 

4—Eligible Parents for Anglo instruction for their students, still sending them to 

the French system.  Why? 

 

OPTIONS BEING OFFERED BY LBPSB   

OPTION “A” --- School closure.  This cannot be allowed to happen, as we all know 

if that happens, there will never be the return of a high school in Verdun, with the 

Board or, subsequently, a Service Centre, raking in the cash from vocational and 

Adult Ed.   

Also, in the MSC Document, the Board assumes that all 300 + students would go 

to LCCHS. Not so. For some people and their students, it would much easier or 

closer to go to Westmount or Lyng, THIS IS DEFINITELY NOT AN OPTION!! 

 

OPTION “B” --- Vocational option... Definitely the way to go. There is a crying need 

for various trades out there in the marketplace, and this would give students that 

head start for a chosen or desired trade while getting their high school leaving 

certificate. And BA has the room for it.  

Gone are the days when a simple Bach. Of Arts would get you into a career. The 

need for the trades is there now, and employers are paying top dollars. 

Besides keeping the local population in the Community, this would attract others 

from outside the Verdun area. It is time to get creative and put some effort in to 

some exciting new options, instead of some easy way out by shutting a building 

and FORCING people to a building outside of their community, and like the ill-

fated Jr. International days, watching students on a bus going towards LaSalle 

passing by a building considered to be the most modern in Quebec when opened 

in 1961 and saying as much on the back of a postcard. 



This could be a Model School. Perhaps, at the same time, it could become a 

thriving Community School +, an option which wasn’t offered, and maybe should 

have been looked at further.  

There was a time, when high schools were thriving with the local elementary 

schools as a feeder. 

 

NOTE for this option. AS there is a history of tender movement of students 

between Verdun and LaSalle, proportionately more towards LaSalle and in the 

goal of stabilizing this new high school with the Vocational option, PAID BUSSING 

should not be offered to Verdun students going to LCCHS. 

There is precedence for this at the Pearson Board as when BA came into existence 

during the first few years, there was out of zone bussing for LaSalle kids coming to 

BA, but not the other way around in order to stabilize. It was removed at the 

request and pressure from the LaSalle Commissioners at the time. 

 

IN CLOSING WITH A CERTAIN FEAR   

With the long awaited and, in a certain sense, the much needed change over from 

Boards to Service Centers, courtesy or Bill 40, there is a fear in some quarters, 

that not facing the spectre or pressures of re-election, certain or some 

Commissioners, could be tempted to vote for what they think is right and what 

the community should have, but not necessarily the right thing long term. I HOPE 

I AM WRONG.  

SUMMARY/CLOSING THOUGHTS 

The building at 6100 Champlain Blvd. containing a full service high school was 

thought of and conceived in the late 50’s with the then westward trend of 

population movement and high school being increased to Grade 11 from Grade 9. 

With two full elementary schools at the time, a new building was needed badly. 

Badly needed for Verdun youth. 



It was the result of hard work and lobbying of course by the local community 

leaders at the time, such as the O’Reillys, the Mackaseys, to name a few. It had 

the full Verdun spirit. 

The youth of Verdun still need a building. The community and it’s surroundings 

still need choices, not less choices by force. 

But above all, do not disrespect the memory of those founding fathers and 

hardworking community members (many of them probably grandparents of 

todays’ students) who fought for that building who you now have the beauty to 

have in your assets. 
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