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This brief is written in response to the two options proposed by the LBPSB for the future 

of Beurling Academy under the 2019-2020 MSC Plan. 

 

Context 

As a resident of Verdun, and a parent of a young child in the community, I feel the need 

to respond to the suggestions proposed by the MSC Plan not only to express my 

disappointment with the proposed measures, but also to clearly present some factual 

arguments that favor small school environments such as Beurling Academy.  

As an educator and PhD Candidate in the Education Department at McGill University I 

have some serious concerns with the proposed suggestions based on what research has 

shown about the effectiveness of small schools and the importance of community schools 

and teachers in successful student engagement. The propositions are short-terms solutions 

that deny the LBPSB’s accountability for the education and safety of their students. 

Continuously threatening to shut down community schools that serve vulnerable 

populations will not only increase student anxiety surrounding their futures, meaning they 

will be challenged to remain focused on their present studies, but it also sends a very 

direct message to students that their future is not important to the people who run their 

schools. Shifting them into another school with a different culture, larger student body, 

different resources and a clear lack of some very important outlets (Rainbow Umbrella) 

does not tell students school is a place for them. I refuse to be complicit in a move that 

means students will succeed in spite of their educational experience and not because of it.  

 

Evidence 

A large body of research supports and demands the implementation of small school 

environments at the middle and high school level. Small schools have fewer instances of 

theft, assaults, and vandalism than large schools (DeVoe et al., 2002) They experience 

lower dropout rates and increased levels of motivation and learning success (Cotton, 

2001). They enable students to focus on learning and become successful students (Elkind, 

p.123). The most important factor in meeting the needs of young adolescents in school is 

a safe school climate. In smaller school environments such as Beurling Academy, it is far 

more feasible to foster strong and meaningful relationships between teachers and students 

that can help students identify with their surroundings as well as feel confident having an 

adult they can speak to. These kinds of relationships can help lessen the instances of 

bullying in school, can help increase feelings of motivation for participation in school as 

well as in community activities and can help build students identity as emerging citizens.  

 

“Humans need meaningful relationships, particularly when they are in major 

developmental periods. So many of the important objectives of education cannot be 

effectively achieved in a short-term relationship.” (Ullman, 2005, para. 2). 

 

Erikson (1993) noted in his acclaimed model of human development that the key issue of 

young adulthood is the quest for intimacy. Based on this important revelation, the 

suggested move towards combining two high schools would achieve the opposite and 

would go against any logical attempt to keep students healthy, happy and safe. As further 

research has shown, it is developmentally inappropriate for high school aged students to 

be forced into large school situations in which the relationships with teachers are far more 



likely to be impersonal, the learning is never able to be individualized and there is a far 

higher likelihood for issues with violent behaviours, disengagement from school 

eventually leading to dropping out. 

 

Solutions 

Many solutions to increasing the student body at Beurling have been suggested by the 

parents and community members committed to keeping this school open. I do not believe 

that a focus should be placed on the number of students registered at a school as this is 

not a sustainable method for developing and growing a school community. Focusing on 

the successes that the school currently has, including student experience and teacher 

satisfaction, should be aspects that are properly marketed to feeder schools and other 

potential parents.  

The current and continual lack of visibility Beurling Academy receives makes it 

impossible for people outside of the school community to know what goes on during a 

school day. 

Continuing to build dialogue between feeder schools and Beurling would help ease the 

transition process from elementary school to high school, it would help validate selecting 

the community school over other options and demystify what the actual experience in a 

community high school is like.  

Emphasizing approaches to education which can strike a balance between the importance 

of developing technological skill with the importance of personal health and wellness 

would be a bold statement about the value that LBPSB places on their students. 

Collaborative and cooperative learning environments can easily be fostered in smaller 

school environments and maintained as a student body slowly begins to increase based on 

the stance the school and teaching staff take towards education. 

Creating partnerships for supporting and sustaining a post-secondary education would be 

an appealing aspect to a high school that is able to confidently graduate students into 

programs that they are well prepared for. 

 

Conclusion 

Yet none of these very attainable outcomes warrant any serious discussion if the future of 

a school is constantly being put in Jeopardy. No student or parent will feel safe and 

confident associating with a school that is under the constant threat of closure. Based on 

all the factual research that supports the existence of small schools for the benefit of the 

students as well as the community, there should not even be a consideration of the 

proposed closure of this school. The dialogue should be around how to properly support 

this school with its goals to better educate the students that attend. 
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