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To the Board of Directors at the Lester B. Pearson School Board 

Re: Major School Change Lakeside Academy 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 I am writing to you as a concerned parent of future Lakeside Academy Students.  

I am hopeful that my two sons (ages 8 and 4) will be able to be members of the Lakeside 

community for their high school years. 

 The uncertainty surrounding the fate of Lakeside is disconcerting for my family.  

Lakeside is a vital part of the community in Lachine and I wish for my children to be able 

to go to school and contribute to their community.  Without Lakeside, my children 

would have to take two busses before and after school every day to commute to either 

LaSalle or Pointe-Claire, which would be the closest Lester B. Person schools.  This would 

be detrimental to their health and schooling since it would be stressful to commute that 

far every day and they would be losing valuable study and down time commuting.  This 

is a small, but personal effect.  

 I am really looking forward to the smaller, more personal feel that Lakeside can 

provide.  Also, it is well regarded for its specialized programs, particularly, the Robotics 

program.  A high school student should not be made to feel like a number by teachers 

and staff that have several hundred or a thousand of students to work with.     I 

acknowledge that a small student population is a negative for the school board, but it 

should be a positive for the students, who after all are the ones that matter in this 

situation.   

 I hope that the School Board is thoroughly investigating and prepared to 

implement actions that will benefit Lakeside for many years in the future, not just the 

next two years.  Lachine is a bilingual community and Lakeside could reflect that by 

sharing space willing and openly with the CSMB.  These children already play sports 

together, go the same swimming pools, and went to the same daycares as each other.  

This could be an opportunity to implement a bilingual program, like that in the 

elementary schools, in high school, or even a trilingual program with the First Nations 

students currently attending.   

 We in Lachine are a community and Lakeside is part of that community.  Please, 

bear in mind the well-being of the students, parents and larger community.  Lakeside is 

important to us all and could be a beacon and a new standard of cooperation and 



learning for the school board and education system as a whole.  Let us show the 

government what can be accomplished by working together at the community level.  

Put the children first and demonstrate that there is no language barrier in the world, 

what matters most is acceptance, openness and compassion towards their fellow 

citizens of the world. 

  Members of the board, thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and 

thank you for fighting for Lakeside and for a bright future for the children of Lachine. 

 

Sincerely,  

Tara Thomson 

Lachine resident, Mother of two future Lakeside Academy students 
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