
From: Alison PALKHIVALA  
Sent: November 7, 2019 2:23 PM 
To: Judith Kelley 
Subject: brief parent opinion regarding Major School Change  
  
Hello Ms. Kelley, 
I am not sure whether this is the appropriate email to send this comment to. Please let me know if there 
is a more suitable avenue.  
Since I work evenings, I have been unable to attend any of the consults for Major School Change, so I 
thought I would briefly share my thoughts this way. 
Firstly, I do realize that this is late in the game and that resources are tight. Lacking any real insight into 
what resources restrictions the Board is facing, I would just like to share my experience as a new Lindsay 
Place (LP) parent. My child started at the school this fall, in grade 10. My experience thus far is that LP 
offers a unique environment that is not available elsewhere on the West Island. For lack of better 
language, LP is a home for “artsy misfits”. While the excellent music, fine arts, and drama programs are 
undoubtedly a part of this, the real “magic” lies within the supportive, inclusive community that has 
been generated. After seeing how many children, including my own, who found a home at LP when no 
other place would do, it saddens me greatly to see this community be destroyed. I do not think any of 
the Major School change options will serve to save it because ultimately its magic has little to do with 
the building, facilities, or even the programs but depends rather on the tightly knit, small group of staff, 
students, and faculty who look out for each other. Filling the school with students from St. Thomas or 
indeed any other school would ultimately destroy it.  
The only way I could see the LP community saved would be to move it to a smaller facility, such as 
Cartier Place or perhaps one of the empty elementary schools (Allancroft perhaps?). Obviously, there 
would be major sacrifices to be made with such a change, as they would have to do without the school’s 
multiple resources, such as the theatre. But it would at least preserve the nurturing community. Perhaps 
this is simply not possible, and I understand that, but I firmly believe that LP plays a major role in 
preserving the mental health of a certain at-risk adolescent population on the West Island. I am 
convinced that the very existence of this school has prevented suicide attempts and that its destruction 
will put some children at risk. This may appear to be hyperbole, but I have seen it with my own eyes.  
I do not know whether it is possible to preserve LP in a smaller locale, perhaps with some sort of risk-
prevention “special” status. It’s just my 2 cents. 
Regards, 
Alison Palkhivala 
Mother of , grade 10 LP student.  
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