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Geneviève Dugré

From: Chris Eustace 
Sent: 15 novembre 2019 08:56
To: Consultations
Subject: Attn: Geneviève Dugrè - Response to a LBPSB Major School Change Consultation -  

November 2019

 
Major School Change Consultation -  November 2019 
 
Lester B. Pearson School Board , Dorval, QC 
 
Attention: Geneviève Dugré, Secretary General  
 
From: Chris Eustace : taxpayer & grandfather of children attending LBPSB schools  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An Analysis of the Situation 
 
During the past year, there has been a fair amount of controversy at the Pearson board concerning the 
subject of school closings and mergers. 
 
The reason for this is because many French schools are overcrowded and crying for space, while many 
English schools are underused. Part of the problem is the fact that about  28 percent of  students who are 
eligible for English schooling,  their parents chose French instruction. 
 
Let's back up a bit.  
 
Following a loss at a run to be chair of the Pearson board in Nov. 2014, I wrote a letter to the 
"New Council of Commissioners" on Nov. 25, 2014. 
The email was titled: "CLOSING OF HIGH SCHOOL(S): 
 
"While on the campaign trail, as a candidate for LBPSB chairman, one of the most frequent 
questions I was asked by parents dealt with issues regarding the future of their schools. 
Justifiably, there is a sense of apprehension out there. Parents want to know if the high 
school they register their children in, will still be around for the five years that their child 
would attend. 
 
The community needs some level of assurance, a clear picture, regarding the future status of our high 
schools, and the potential closing of any Pearson high school." 
 
Basically, I was ignored by then Chairperson Stein Day, who won the election and continued 
banning me to participate at Public Question Period time. This lasted a total of 35 months. 
 
At any rate, about seven months later, CBC reported on June 11, 2015 : "Quebec proposes cutting maintenance 
budget of half-empty schools." 
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-proposes-cutting-maintenance-budget-of-half-empty-
schools-1.3110215 
 
Note these Lester B. high schools: Lindsay Place at 43 % capacity and Riverdale at 45 % capacity. 
 
Earlier this year, the Riverdale story created quite a stir not only because the school was transferred to 
the neighbouring French board but also because the name of Pierrefonds Comprehensive High School 
was changed to Pierrefonds Community High School 
 
CJAD radio first reported on this name change possibility ...  
 
https://www.iheartradio.ca/cjad/news/after-riverdale-high-closes-pchs-may-get-a-new-name-1.8720524 
 
Letters were written ; PCHS GB passed a resolution ; a petition signed with over 3,500 names was 
presented,  and the Pearson board in February  had a visit by many parents who wanted to maintain the 
name. 
 
 
http://pchs.lbpsb.qc.ca/Merger/2019-02-22-Revised-GB-Motion.pdf 
 
https://www.change.org/p/no-to-closing-and-rebranding-pierrefonds-comprehensive-high-school 
 
https://www.iheartradio.ca/cjad/news/petition-drive-launched-to-keep-pchs-name-1.8978407 
 
http://www.thesuburban.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/is-pierrefonds-comprehensive-in-
danger/article_47a64668-2500-5922-bfe0-e0cda99be609.html 
 
However,  what I found most disturbing are the comments made by the past principal: 
 
“I know my community could live with it,”  and backs the name change:  “100 per cent...” ...(yet, 3,657 
signed petition) 
 
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/west-island-gazette/would-pierrefonds-community-high-school-
pass-the-name-sniff-test 
 
---------------------- 
 
PRESENT SITUATION 
 
Anyway regarding this MSC Consultation, the following is a published letter to the Montreal 
Gazette on October 12, 2019: 
 
"Lindsay Place in better condition " 
  

Re: “Defensive strategy needed as more English schools face closure, transfers” (Albert 
Kramberger, Oct. 9) 

 
" Albert Kramberger is correct when he writes the Lester B. Pearson School Board must not “buckle under public 

pressure to maintain the status quo.” 
As he puts it, “programs and the teachers actually ‘make’ a school, not the brick walls that house them.” 
That said, having taught adult evening courses for over a year at Lindsay Place High School and two years at St. 

Thomas, it is apparent to me what the strategy should be. 
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LPHS has a capacity rate of less than 40 per cent but is definitely a “superior structure” compared to St. Thomas, which 
is physically attached to a school belonging to the French Marguerite-Bourgeoys board. 

Once Lester B. becomes a service centre in November 2020, the government will have a bigger say in matters. Hard to 
predict which way things might turn out. 

However, I believe, if St. Thomas moves into LPHS, the school will thrive and flourish for many years to come."  (CE) 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
Other Gazette letters:    Create larger English schools  -  June 1, 2019 
 

" Having participated in a few major-school-change consultations at the Pearson board over the years, there is no 
question the exercise is very emotional for parents who agonize over possible closings of their schools. 

Highlighting the issue this year is the knowledge that under Quebec’s Education Act, the “education minister has the 
power to transfer schools” from one board to another. 

That said, Education Minister Jean-François Roberge has promised “millions of dollars” to English boards in exchange 
for transferred schools. These monies could be used to create larger schools that are closer to capacity. 

That would lend itself to less risk and worry about school closure and possibly open the door for more parents to 
choose our schools." (CE) 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Gazette letter :   English Schools must face reality  - June 20, 2019 
 
Re: “School transfers merit a challenge” (Letters, June 13) 
 
 "Bad-mouthing the “bully-style governance” of the Coalition Avenir Québec, as claimed by Marcus Tabachnick, 

regarding the transfer of three shrinking English schools to the neighbouring bulging French school board, in my view, is not 
being helpful. 

Education Minister JeanFrançois Roberge has done the English Montreal School Board a favour by doing the 
unpleasant job of closing schools with low capacity, partly caused by parents who chose private or French schooling for 
their children. 

To better use our precious education dollars, it would be more helpful if we keep a close eye on the enrolment capacity 
of our schools. 

Once the number drops to, say, 45 per cent, the school accepts reality: short-term pain, long-term gain. "( CE) 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Regardless of whatever decision comes down regarding the aforementioned schools , it must 
be the Governing Boards that decide on the name. 

Chris Eustace 

(retired LBPSB teacher) 

 
  
 




