
From: mike yeomans [mailto: ]  
Sent: October 24, 2019 2:23 PM 
To: Major School Change <msc@lbpsb.qc.ca> 
Subject: Re: Major School Change concerns and questions. 
 
Please find attached a brief to be considered for the major school change.  This concerns Lindsay 
Place, St. Thomas, and perhaps Lakeside. 
 
 
 
On Thu, Oct 24, 2019 at 1:10 PM mike yeomans < > wrote: 
To whomever it may concern, 
 
I recently attended the Major School Change Town Hall meeting at Lindsay Place. 
I have also read up on all the documentation available on your website, concerning the major 
school change proposals. 
 
I have a son in grade 8 in the Quantum Program at Lindsay Place and another son who is in 
Grade 6 at St John Fisher Senior, who is planning on attending Lindsay Place next year, just like 
his brother. 
 
I have several concerns which I felt are unclear or unaddressed, and therefore I would like to get 
a response with answers please.  I would like to also see these questions posted on your website, 
on your Q+A page, so that others may see your answers. 
In addition, while your panel on-stage kept reinforcing that they are open to ideas and no 
decision has been made, your MSC proposal document seems to reflect otherwise, especially at 
the end where you list the 2 options you are considering. 
 
First and foremost, it should be your main priority to disrupt the life of AS FEW students as 
possible.  You would achieve this by simply relocating the St-Thomas student body to as many 
schools as necessary.  Instead, you have opted to disrupt students at Lindsay Place as 
well.  Please explain why you came to this conclusion. 
 
My family, like MANY other families in the Valois area of Pointe-Claire, chose to buy property 
in this area in order to send our children to the St. John Fisher-Lindsay Place network of 
elementary/high schools.  We have paid a premium to live in this area, and our kids are all 
neighbours, friends and classmates, that have developed friendships over many years of being in 
school together.  I am therefore VERY concerned, perplexed, and simply astounded that you 
would even consider displacing a single Lindsay Place student to the benefit of a St-Thomas 
student.   Since you have plans in all of your options to displace ALL of the St-Thomas students, 
why not stop there?  Place those from St. Thomas who can, in Lindsay Place until it is at full 
capacity, and send the other St. Thomas students elsewhere.   
 
I cannot think of a single sound reason why it makes sense to displace a Lindsay Place student, 
and your proposals to do so tell the community the following: 
 
-Lindsay Place students concerns and well being is second-rate compared to St. Thomas. 
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-That you are not concerned about breaking up community relationships, and the proximity of 
students to their school of choice. 
-That St. Thomas is held in higher regard than Lindsay Place in your eyes.   
-That a disruption to the minimum number of students possible is not your primary concern. 
 
I refuse to accept that I may have to send my son to a school in another town, such as 
Beaconsfield to make room for a St-Thomas student who travels from St-Lazarre or anywhere 
else for that matter.  Especially when I BOUGHT PROPERTY and made a REAL 
INVESTMENT in this community for the explicit reason that my boys can go to this school and 
be part of this network of friends/community! 
 
In this era of the necessity of being more environmentally responsible, and shorter commutes by 
all can make a big difference in CO2 emissions, I find it incredible that the school board does not 
prioritize students who live closer to a school in question.   A family who's children live next 
door to a high school, should be able to send their kids to that high school, and have higher 
priority in placement in that school, than a child who lives far away and has other high schools 
closer to them.  How does the current policy make any kind of sense, and how could a policy like 
this even come into being in the first place? 
 
I strongly believe that a merger of both Lindsay Place and St-Thomas could create a great, new 
school. A school that combines EQUALLY and FAIRLY the strengths and spirit and community 
of both schools....with no priority or bias towards either of them.  All of your proposed plans 
seem to indicate that Lindsay is second rate to St. Thomas, and that the new school should retain 
the name of St. Thomas, and that St-Thomas students have priority over LP students.  Clearly, 
someone on the board is very biased!  There hasn't been any explanation for this and it is VERY 
insulting to those who attend Lindsay Place.  I would like a very explicit answer why the 
simplest, most obvious solution has not even been listed in your proposal:  That the new school 
have a NEW name, that combines elements of both of the school names.    Let's not forget the 
contributions that Mr Lindsay Place made to our community...his name has meaning to this 
town!  Let's not also forget that our public schools should be secular, favoring no religion over 
another,  and therefore a clearly Christian name like St-Thomas is now, in our current day and 
age, clearly out of place.  Find a NEW name. 
 
Here is my proposed solution: 
 
New school:  Lindsay Place-Thomas Academy 
Students:  100% of current Lindsay Place students, the rest made up of students at St-Thomas (as 
many as the remaining spaces at Lindsay can accomodate, BUT not at expense of current LP 
students. 
Programs:  retain the IB program from ST, and add all the students from Quantum (LP) to this 
program.  Quantum would cease to exist.  In addition, retain a French Immersion and regular 
stream. 
Specialties:  Keep the music program at Lindsay Place.  It is popular, and music and the arts are 
important!!   
Other:  retain the no-cellphone policy of St. Thomas, drop the tablet program that Quantum (LP) 
currently has. 



 
I look forward to hearing from you, 
 
Michael Yeomans 

 
 

 
PS:  Why is there no longer any mention of the St-Thomas building being re-purposed by Felix-
Leclerc?  Do they no longer require it? 
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