
MAJOR SCHOOL CHANGE BRIEF: 
St-Thomas/Lindsay Place school merger 

 

I felt the need to create a brief that would answer to most of the concerns shared by many at the recent 

Lindsay Place Town Hall meeting. 

This brief is purposely made as short as possible.   

I strongly believe that a merger of both Lindsay Place and St-Thomas could create a great, new school. A 

school that combines EQUALLY and FAIRLY the strengths and spirit and community of both schools, but 

prioritizes neither.  This would be the only way to ensure that a new school would develop strong spirit 

and community.   

 

First of all, let’s start by looking at what are clearly advantages of both schools: 

Advantage and uniqueness of LINDSAY PLACE 
 A real sense of community in a unique setting:   

o 2 feeder elementary schools that share the same grounds, creating very strong and long 

lasting bonds of friendship from Kindergarten to grade 11. 

o MANY families have bought and settled in the sourrounding area to take advantage of 

being close to this 3 school system. 

o Fantastic grounds for play, sports and leisure (school fields, city parkland, waterpark, 

pool 

o 2 gyms 

o A school in great condition 

o Very close to train station and bus routes for out of town students. 

 A fantastic school for the arts: 

o A very strong wind and string music programme. 

Advantage of St-Thomas 
 Reputation of the IB brand  

 

 

 

 



Merger proposal 
Requirements and Objectives: 

 Displace AS FEW students as possible (from only one school). 

 Ensure a school merger feels fair and unbiased to help foster a stronger, new school community. 

 Merge the strengths of each school into one new school. 

 Create a NEW school identity.  So that all students feel equally valued, regardless of what school 

they used to attend. 

 Create a school that remains competitive in the marketplace for years to come. 

New school name 
“Lindsay Place-Thomas Academy”, or something similar that either incorporates an element of both 

schools, or a brand new name that does not hint at either. 

Note:    

 Mr Lindsay Place made significant contributions to our community...his name has meaning to 

this town, and some will be offended if his name is dropped. 

 Our public schools should be secular, favoring no religion over another,  and therefore a clearly 

Christian name like St-Thomas is now, in our current day and age, clearly out of place. 

Student Body 
 100% of current Lindsay Place students, because they are already established there.   

 The rest made up of students from St-Thomas (as many as the remaining spaces at Lindsay can 
accommodate, BUT not at expense of current LP students. 

 

Programs 
 Retain the IB program from ST, and add all the students from Quantum (LP) to this program.  

 Quantum would cease to exist (Quantum students having been merged into IB program). 

 Retain a french immersion and regular stream. 

 Keep the music program at Lindsay Place.  It is popular, and music and the arts are important!!   
 

Other 
 Retain the no-cellphone policy of St. Thomas 

 Drop the tablet program that Quantum (LP) currently has. 
 

Suggestions for bringing this new school into the next generation 
 

 Since Lindsay Place already has a solid music program, we might consider expanding the 

program to include other forms of art.   

 There are many private 3D/digital art schools as well as a few CEGEP programs  in Montreal to 

meet the needs of the film/TV  and video game industry.  There are a ton of jobs.  Starting 

salaries are often north of 80K a year.   I myself am a full time teacher in 3D digital art at Dawson 



College and our student employment rate is over 80% upon graduation, the highest of any art 

program in any CEGEP.  There is certainly a need for a higher level of caliber of art skills from 

high school students who want to get into our program, and other similar programs.  With a few 

specialty classes with a digital/traditional art focus, Lindsay Place could rapidly develop a 

reputation as a feeder school to all of these CEGEP programs.  Some courses could include: 

o Video game creation/video game engine classes (Unreal, etc) 

o Traditional and digital Painting classes (photoshop, oil, acrylic 

o More in depth art theory classes (perspective, color, composition, anatomy, drawing 

from observation, etc) 

o Film making 

o Photography 

 It is a common misconception that art is not important (music, visual arts, etc)…at least not as 

important as the sciences.  Most often, the people who share this opinion sit down in the 

evening and watch Netflix for 3 hours.  They should think twice what Netflix would be like 

without those who create the shows:  film directors, 3d artists, composers, editors, painters, 

animators, concept artists, art directors, etc etc. ….ALL artists!  Without art, you don’t have 

culture, or entertainment.   Maybe it’s time that LBPSB has a school that reflects the need and 

importance of careers in art. 

 

Alternatives 
Instead of having St Thomas students merge with Lindsay Place, consider having Lakeside Academy join 

Lindsay Place.  While the commute for Lakeside students would be farther in some or most cases, it 

would address a concern from the June Thought Exchange Document…that there be a high school 

available nearby for students from Lachine and Dorval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


