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LASALLE COMMUNITY COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL 
MAJOR SCHOOL CHANGE BRIEF 2019-2020  

In response to the MSC launched by the LBPSB, the LCCHS governing board would like to take 
the opportunity to submit their recommendations and address its potential impact on our school 
and community. Our brief reiterates our commitment to our students, staff, and community and 
demonstrates the importance and viability of our school, programs, organizational approach, and 
community partners. We fully support Beurling Academy in their attempt to create a new and 
dynamic approach to education. 

 
 
OPTION:  
BEURLING ACADEMY REVISION OF EDUCATIONAL PROJECT 
• We believe it is in the best interest of both BA and LCCHS students as well as for the greater 

good of the school board to approve and move forward with the new BA educational project.  
First and foremost, LCCHS supports Beurling Academy in this innovative and creative initiative 
and encourages the LBPSB to move forward with this option.  

• We support an additional program in the surrounding area that our students might also be 
able to benefit from. We recognize the distinction between the LaSalle and Verdun 
communities and support students having as many options as possible. 

• A new program in the area could potentially result in several positive outcomes, including: 
o Attracting new students to the school board in both Verdun and LaSalle. 
o Providing the community with another viable educational option – an option that 

could compete with other school boards and the private system. 
o Contributing not only to the viability of the facility, but also to the community. 
o An aggressive marketing campaign that could promote BA’s new program could put 

them in a competitive position with other specific school programs in the EMSB such 
as Options, Venture, James Lyng or others. 

o Leaving space at LCCHS for out of board or private students.  We currently house 
approximately 45 out of board students and have seen a rise in the number of students 
transferring from the private sector. 

 

 

 
 



OPTION: 
IF BEURLING ACADEMY CLOSED AND STUDENT POPULATION WAS RELOCATED TO 

LCCHS 
• LCCHS is at functional capacity.  Despite the numbers on paper, we are currently using every 

classroom in the school and our common areas (gymnasiums, auditorium, labs, etc.) are being 
used regularly throughout each day. 

• Accommodating the entire BA population next year would mean adjustments that may not be 
in the best interest of students or staff.  

o All three of our gymnasiums are in use each period of the cycle.  During cold months 
this would mean that additional students would have no space to do Phys. Ed. 

o During the major renovations in the summer of 2018 we did not forecast enough 
lockers to accommodate that number of students.   

o In order to gain additional classrooms we would need to eliminate teacher workrooms 
leaving them with inadequate space to prepare for and evaluate their lessons. 

o With double lunches it is extremely difficult to find teachers to do a lunch supervision.  
This means that as it is we sometimes have only 4 or 5 teachers available to do duty at 
lunch with half of the student population.  This ratio is already very low and additional 
students might not bring a proportionate ratio of adult supervision for students 
rendering the ratios even more unfavourable. 

o LCCHS would require the support of the LBPSB in establishing a long-term plan that 
ensures sustained support for our school extending beyond the one-year transition 
period if BA were to close. Our resources are being used to the absolute maximum.  A 
one-year plan for additional services would not be sufficient and would not guarantee 
that we maintain our current level of services as we accommodate upwards of 300 new 
students, a large number of whom come with different and varied needs, into the 
building. Without a long-term plan to account for the impact on staffing and related 
staffing changes, staff and the additional resources required to support staff and 
students including, but not limited to psychologists, guidance counsellors, FSSTT, 
resource team support such as integration aids, etc., would not be able to meet the 
needs of our students.  This support would be critical in the continued success and 
quality of the variety of programs and activities we run. 

o We must recognize that the number of students currently at BA with identified special 
needs and social maladjustments is high and they will require additional support 
during AND after the transition to LCCHS and the board’s commitment to supporting 
students and staff related to special needs. Our existing resources and support are 
already overtaxed and would be totally inadequate if adding the identified needs. 



o LCCHS will require an extensive amount of construction to make the necessary 
modifications to the current layout of the school after just undergoing a considerable 
amount of costly renovations in the last year. Adaptation to the new reality would 
require modifications to classrooms, lunchrooms, gyms, offices, locker areas, and 
activity rooms that would all be affected.  

o LCCHS has a very efficient, streamlined process of onboarding staff and welcoming 
students to the school with clear roles and responsibilities established for each. A 
plan to ensure that our process is maintained and adequately modified must be 
supported by the LBPSB.  

o The Verdun population might identify more with the neighbouring EMSB 
communities than with the LaSalle population which could cause parents to switch 
boards.   

o LCCHS hopes to continue to be a viable option for students in the EMSB territory and 
our goal is to continue attracting those students. If we take in BA's students, we will 
be at or over realistic capacity and thus will not be able to accommodate EMSB 
applicants. We have seen a trend in the last several years where our robotics program 
and hockey team have attracted students from outside our territory.  Having the 
existing space will allow us to market to those parents and increase the LBPSB 
student population.  

o With BA added to LCCHS it would leave no LBPSB option for anyone else in the area 
as the only high school building would be at capacity.  We currently house 
approximately 45 students residing in Montreal and the South Shore and have seen 
an increase in the number of transfers from Villa Maria, Loyola and other private 
institutions. 

o The demographic forecasts show a growth in our school population in the coming 
years which may mean we reach a situation where we are over capacity and thus 
could affect our ability to house the Allion population - a population that is also 
forecasted to increase. 

o Transportation could be problematic for Verdun students.  Depending on where 
students are located in Verdun, it may be easier for some students to access EMSB 
schools than to get to LaSalle. 

o Changing schools would apply even greater stress on families living in financial 
difficulty.  The move would have many students who previously walked to school 
having to incur the cost of transportation. The current annual STM credits received 
only by LCCHS’s senior students does not cover the annual transportation.  In 
addition, these walkers would no longer have the option of returning home at lunch 
to eat which could be more expensive for parents also.  Students would also be 
required to purchase new uniforms in order to be integrated successfully. 



CONCLUSION 

 

At LCCHS we are dedicated to finding and implementing solutions that ensure our school meets 
and exceeds its potential, both in terms of its capacity as well as in terms of its programs. This 
includes offering a variety of successful educational programs, including the IB program, a wide-
variety of sports programs, and a plethora of exceptional extra-curricular programs, such as our 
Robotics program, that serve all of our students, staff, and community.   

Our proposal reflects our support for Beurling Academy in its desire to create a new and innovative 
approach to learning in today’s environment. We commend their efforts and recognize them as 
an important part of our neighbouring community. Eliminating the only Verdun High School and 
forcing costly modifications and support to LCCHS would only create a new potential problem of 
overcrowding in LaSalle in the short term future. Our ultimate goal is to ensure the best possible 
outcome for the LBPSB and all of its students. We believe that adding an additional option in the 
East while allowing room for the expansion already observed at LCCHS is a much more attractive 
and viable option.  




