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We are submitting this brief on behalf of the staff at LCCHS.  We wish to lend our 

support to the New Educational Plan put forward by Beurling Academy in their Major 

School Change brief.  As a fellow region 3 school we see ourselves as partners in the 

education of the youth of Southwest Montreal.  We strongly believe that Beurling 

Academy is necessary to the community of Verdun, to the Southwest, and to our board. 

 

Beurling Academy is an integral part of the community of Verdun.  A number of 

community partners run programs in the school such as YMCA’s TeenZone, Girls 

Action Foundation, and ForUsGirls Coding.  In addition, there are strong ties between 

BA and the two English language elementary schools in the area:  Verdun and 

Riverview.  The three schools share a Community Learning Centre and a number of the 

programs are shared as well. Beurling students are a ready source of volunteers for 

both elementary schools. When Riverview recently needed benches they were built by 

Beurling students. The Boys & Girls Club through the Dawson Community Centre has 

significant ties to Beurling as well. 

 

Recently, we were invited to learn about Beurling’s New Educational Plan at their 

Governing Board meeting.  This type of out-of-the-box thinking and innovation is exactly 

the sort of departure from traditional educational models that is needed in our board.   

Introducing a new educational model at Beurling would offer something different to the 

Southwest community as a whole, allowing parents and students more choice in their 

educational pursuits. 

 

The focus on wellness, the flexibility in scheduling, and the greater number of choices 

offered to students will allow for more authentic learning and better student 

engagement.  Increased community partnerships will offer students more life and 

cultural experiences while pursuing studies aligned with the QEP.  BA students can 

benefit from having a vocational program housed in the same building with a less 

restrictive schedule and course load.  Guided autonomy will allow students who feel 

restricted within the current plan a better chance at success.  The emphasis on health 

and wellness shifts the focus onto the whole student, rather than simply academic 

performance.  This new program will create lifelong learners by providing the stepping 

stones that students need.   

 

We understand that one of the options that the board is considering would be to revoke 

BA’s deed, and send the students to LCCHS.  To remove the high school from that 

interconnected network of educational institutions in Verdun would have significant 

adverse effects on the students of both Verdun Elementary and Riverview Elementary.  

We expect the briefs submitted by both of their communities to address those in greater 

detail.  However, in a nutshell, many of the activities that are currently occurring would 

no longer be offered due to the geographical distance of LCCHS from Verdun.  



 

According to board estimates we are able to accommodate more students than are 

currently enrolled at LCCHS.  While we acknowledge that we have operated at a higher 

capacity in the past, and we definitely have space that could be turned into classrooms, 

we find that the board’s space allocation is deceptively generous.  Our building has a 

large open mall area and wide hallways.  It is peppered with small storage areas and 

closets, and rooms that are good for small groups, but not large enough to 

accommodate a full sized class.  These are all factored into that footage, but in actuality 

are unable to be used as teaching spaces.  Our Phoenix program occupies a larger-

than-normal classroom area.  Our CFER program needs a significant amount of space 

as well, due to the safety regulations required to operate the necessary machinery.  Our 

academic, social, and health services require appropriate space in order to best serve 

our clientele. 

 

In addition, we share our building space with Allion Elementary.  While they have their 

own dedicated space at the southern end of the building, they frequently share some of 

our space, both indoor and outdoor, such as: the gyms, cafeteria, auditorium, turf, and 

field area. To factor approximately 300 additional students into that mix would 

significantly affect the operation of Allion and its ability to run its current programs.   

 

We also share our building with the TLC daycare.  We assume that in the event of a 

Beurling closure, they will be asked to leave.  This would result not only in a loss of 

revenue, but it would also remove that multi-level Lasalle community connection.  In 

fact, last year we were visited by educators from France who were especially interested 

in seeing those community ties at play in a building that houses students from preschool 

to high school. 

 

Taking on those additional students would also necessitate additional resources, not 

only in terms of staff, but also in terms of actual, physical space.  We currently have 249 

students on IEPs.  Taking on the Beurling population will add to that significantly.  We 

will need more resource rooms, not less. With the future of Lakeside also uncertain, the 

closure of Beurling will seriously reduce the options available to families in Region 3.     

 

Due to local interest and community partnerships in Lasalle, LCCHS has highly 

successful robotics and hockey teams.  Our senior robotics team are the Montreal 

Regional Champions for 2019.  Our juvenile hockey team is undefeated and our pee 

wee team is in first place.  These programs are significant draws in enrollment for 

LCCHS.  A third of our hockey players are from outside Lasalle as are half of our 

robotics team members.  If our building is filled to capacity we would no longer be able 

to accept students from outside our catchment who are interested in those programs 

and it would present serious challenges to improving and increasing them.  Additionally, 

our IB program attracts many students to our school and our IB students currently make 

up 35-40% of our student population.  A change to our programs might mean a loss of 

enrollment to other boards. 

 



With three schools in relatively close proximity, students and their families have the 

ability to choose the school that best fits with their academic goals, extra curricular 

activities as well as their social and emotional well being. Closing Beurling limits options 

for families. Currently it has no yellow bus service. The added financial burden could 

lead to the loss of students from our board. On the other hand, supporting Beurling’s 

new educational project offers a model that could motivate students who may not enjoy 

or succeed in the traditional setting. This plan gives families the opportunity to explore 

different facets of education. Research has shown us that education is not a one size 

fits all model. While we (our board and LCCHS) offer many different pathways to 

success, they still tend to follow the traditional model. All children learn differently from 

one another and this generation of children learn differently from the previous 

generation. We need to adapt our teaching models to allow for these different learning 

styles and try to offer as many opportunities for success as possible. 

In conclusion, we feel that the best decision with respect to Beurling Academy’s future is 

to allow them to adopt this New Educational Plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




