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Riverview Elementary School’s (RES) Governing Board (GB) is submitting this brief in support of Beurling 

Academy's (BA) opportunity to be an innovative educational institution among LBPSB's network of 

secondary schools. We endorse that BA’s proposal for a revised program is in tune with our children and 

community’s needs. This program will give all types of learners the chance to receive an education that 

will see to their success. 

 

Background 

 

RES is one of two elementary schools located in Verdun (Region 3), and is considered a feeder school for 

BA. Riverview is the only French Immersion school in Verdun and in the adjacent South West borough of 

Montreal (le Sud-Ouest).  

 

In response to MSC 2016-2017, RES redesigned our educational project to focus on the evolving needs 

and interests of students and families in our region. Since 2017, we have been gradually implementing a 

S.T.E.A.M.-focused curriculum. Riverview’s current enrolment is approximately 240 students; this is 

nearly a 10% increase in student population since the last MSC process in 2016-2017.  

 

As a result of the integration of innovative programming, while remaining focused on the core educational 

needs of all of our students, we have been able to see a definitive increase in enrollment, including an 

increase in enrollment from bilingual and other English-eligible families. 

 

As a milieu défavorisé, our schools are central to our community. The RES GB believes that BA has the 

unique opportunity to continue to serve the diversifying families within our region in a sustainable manner. 

We call on the Council of Commissioners to renew its commitment to Region 3. We are committed to 

promoting and publicizing the educational programs available to our student population, celebrating the 

choices that LBPSB offers to the English community and students who are eligible to our school board.   
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An Opportunity for Beurling Academy to Shine 

 

BA is a small high-school and has many opportunities and benefits that students would not otherwise get 

in a large school. BA’s new educational focus is able to effectively address the needs of individual 

students.  

 

BA provides many essential benefits which would be lost if it closes. Specifically:  

● Opportunities for deeper teacher, student and parent levels of trust  

● A good fit for children who have educational challenges or who are marginalized  

● Student and staff’s sense of belonging and pride (for example, leadership and support through 

the LGBTQ Rainbow Umbrella)  

● Individualized approaches to teaching and learning; student centered attention and support 

● Smaller student numbers facilitate development of long-term friendships as well as leadership 

qualities which enrich civic engagement and facilitate youth’s contribution to society  

● The student and community service offerings in our neighborhood, within our elementary schools 

and local youth organizations such as:  

○ Community Learning Center (CLC) 

○ The Dawson Boys and Girls Club 

○ The Verdun Public Library, Suspicious Fish 

○ Quai 5160 - Verdun Cultural Center, The Red Urban Project 

○ La maison de l’environnement, Un Plant de Tomate à la Fois, Les Scientifines,  

○ The Canadiens Bleu Blanc Bouge Rink and Verdun Auditorium 

○ Collective Community Services who house the Community Health and Social Services 

Network supporting the English community of Quebec 

● Engagement and support from all levels of government: 

○ Borough of Verdun: Mayor Jean-François Parenteau, Councillors Marie-Andrée Mauger 

& Luc Gagnon 

○ City of Montréal - Executive Committee’s Sterling Downey 

○ Québec - MNA Isabelle Melançon 

○ Federal - MP David Lametti 

 

BA has come up with a viable and sustainable educational plan that nurtures the idea of a small school 

with an innovative program that enhances the core curriculum. We, the stakeholders of LBPSB’s  
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Region 3, have a wonderful opportunity right now - the chance to invigorate our community and reinforce 

our place as English-speaking Quebecers. 

 

LBPSB recognizes the importance of the Universal Design for Learning (UDL), this is the perfect time to 

respond to the needs for more innovative learning opportunities. In today’s innovation economy, 

education becomes even more important for developing the next generation of game-changers and 

creative thinkers. We believe that if BA is given the opportunity to create a more innovative learning space 

with a pedagogical and life skills program, we will ensure the success of our students and increase the 

graduation rate of the youth in our region. 

 

BA will become a high-quality model for the future of public education with a dynamic pedagogical 

program that will address the need for our children to receive a strong core education, French language 

education, and an education that develops the life skills and social involvement of our children. It focuses 

not only on core educational competency but the mental and physical health and wellbeing of our kids by 

providing health and wellness blocks including time for physical education, physical and psychological 

health services. The program will provide the opportunity to introduce and integrate educational alliances 

with universities, cegeps, businesses, as well as community and sister-school partnerships, in order to 

support diverse student needs, as they grow into productive members of society.  

 

Not only is BA’s scalable innovative educational plan is sustainable and offers what we want for our 

children, it is directly in line with the Provincial Government’s goal of increasing community and parental 

involvement; of keeping students within their communities and going to public schools; of increasing high 

school graduation rates; and of educating our children in a way that will allow them to become productive 

and successful members of society.  

 

We truly believe BA’s plan is effective, efficient and agile, and that this form of education will meet our 

community’s needs and will help our youth reach their goals while making the best use of available 

resources. It will give our children the chance to play an active role in deciding and designing their future. 
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If we lose BA, we will also lose by extension:  

● English speaking families in Verdun 

● Enrollment in our Verdun schools 

● Youth employment and mentoring in our neighborhood 

● Youth mentorship and community programs 

● A zero carbon footprint for local education 

● Time with our children because of increased travel 

● Jobs for members of our community - student and adult 

● Power for English speaking Quebequers 

● Freedom of choice - parents chose to live in or close to Verdun because of what it offers - 

educational opportunities close to the city center and a connection to our Anglophone roots. We 

chose to send out children to LBPSB because we believed you offered us the best educational 

opportunity for our children.  

 

Conclusion 

 

We ask that you consider the importance of working together to sustain Beurling Academy as an anchor 

for our community. With the school board’s support and belief in our school, our community will rally 

around it.  

 

Beurling Academy, Riverview and Verdun Elementary and the Verdun Vocational and Career Center, our 

community, English speaking and bilingual families, government bodies, and local organizations and 

businesses have the motivation and ability to tie it all together to bring BA’s proposal to fruition; we just 

need the opportunity and support from the LBPSB to make it happen, and now is the time. We want to be 

a positive example, and we want BA to be a LBPSB school success story, just like Riverview Elementary. 

We want to show others how innovative education can be done, and how it works for our kids; to teach 

them to celebrate their differences, and to see the success they can achieve through this new vision. 

 

Thank you. 

Riverview Elementary Governing Board 
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