
Sept 28, 2019

	 	 

Open letter to Mr. Burke, Director, Lester B Pearson School Board 

I attended the public town hall at St Thomas school, held on September 25th, 
and I am writing to outline my thoughts on possible solutions.


Option B of the proposal you presented included the  “relocation of Place 
Cartier & Allencroft campus into St Thomas”. I believe this means 350 adult 
students would occupy St Thomas resulting in a capacity of only 26%. 


This level of enrolment would bring St Thomas below the capacity of Lindsey 
Place, which is being considered for closing, below the capacity of Lakeside, 
that has already rented out space to the French School Board, and below the 
capacity of Riverdale which, as you know, has already closed.


It appears that a decision to cause the English school system to lose another 
building has been made. You were adamant that no deal has been made and 
that we have a choice whether this happens or not. Our choice, the parents and 
students, is that St Thomas  remains at its present location with all programs 
and staff intact.


Where is the logic in relocating a school that is operating at full capacity?


If the plan to close St Thomas goes proceeds, can you guarantee with complete 
certainty that the entire faculty would stay together as a whole, and the unions 
would not break what is currently not broken?


Let us now look at Location, Location, Location.


You said that St Thomas and John Renne are the two high schools that 
consistently have the highest enrolment numbers. I find this interesting since 
they are only one kilometer apart.


Looking at the environment around St Thomas it is very clear that it is in the best 
location possible to serve students and the community at large.  Public 
transportation is easily accessible for students who live both East and West.  Off 
the island, there is a train that connects to the 203 bus.

The new commuter line (REM) being built will make St Thomas even more 
accessible with the express bus that runs up and down St John. This new 
commuter  line will increase even more the value of its present location. If any 
student wishes to join extra curricular activities, and uses LBPSB busing, it is 



possible because public transportation is readily available, as long as the school 
stays at its present location.


Within walking distance of St Thomas there is a community library. a pool and 
the arena. Very easy access to public facilities when group projects are 
assigned.


It is difficult to comprehend why the LBPSB is considering closing a school 
operating at full capacity, one that has an admission waiting list, and one that 
has had to refuse admission to students in this 2019-2020 academic year. St 
Thomas is obviously much more than a building but part of a network and 
community that you say you are responsible for as a whole.


When I first enrolled my son in High School I had a choice. In the public system 
he was zoned for Lakeside Academy, which has had a rocky history with threats 
of closing due to low enrolments. My son’s marks were high enough to be 
admitted to the IB program at St Thomas.

I chose St Thomas because it has the highest academic ranking of the English 
school boards. Don’t we all want the best education possible for our children? 
As well St Thomas was stable, it never entered my mind that with its 90% plus 
enrolment that this would be the school selected for closure/relocation.


Keeping in mind that the Anglophone school system has a pre-existing 
disadvantage because of Bill 101, the English school board should be protecting 
the minority language education rights. This means planning to preserve all our 
current programs at the various schools. It also means planning to preserve it’s 
most valuable real estate.


The French school board says they need more space. I have a great proposal to 
achieve just that.


I propose that Lindsay Place and Felix Leclerc trade buildings.  

This would give Felix Leclerc  a “better” facility. St Thomas and Lindsey Place 
operate side by side each keeping their own name, own school and most 
importantly key programs are maintained intact. 462 students would be moved 
as a unit with room for growth. This exchange would meet the criteria for 
maintaining space for future programs being met. It would allow minimal 
disruption to the system and provide greater efficiency in staffing and resource 
allocation.




In addition this exchange would provide three great advantages in terms of 
program delivery:


1)Music program can be an enticement to the community to use the public 
system  instead of the private system.

2) The IB program at ST Thomas which has the academic rating equivalent to 
the private school West Island College is preserved.

3) It will also provide for growth so no student will be denied admission.


It will allow the community greater incentive to choose public over private 
schools. Plus we don’t have 400 immersion students being splits however many 
different directions.


Together we are stronger.


A second solution includes Beaconsfield High. 

Beaconsfield High is currently operating at 63%. This school is not on your radar 
as you said a lot of it’s students come from off  Island, Vaudreuil and Pincourt.


Beaconsfield high moves into Lindsey Place, moving Lindsey Place up to 92% 
capacity. Both schools get to keep their deed. Both school run side by side 
keeping their key programs. Again, we have 759 students moving as a unit, not 
being split in all different directions.


Now the Marguerite- Bourgeoys School Board get a building west of the 20, 
which is what they are looking for.


A third solution deals with the Adult and Career centers. 

Sources Adult & Career Centers move into Lakeside building, putting lakeside at 
74% capacity


No deed giving up on either part. This is an important strategic plan, because 
how we lost Riverdale in the beginning, was by sharing with the French school 
board. We are sharing now, so in order to preserve this building, we have to stop 
sharing.


With the above proposed plans, now if you look at the map, LBPSB will have 
secured a building in Lachine, for the east end of the West Island community, 2 
buildings central, which have always been running at full capacity anyways.  We 
have Macdonald High in ouest end of the island, and PCHS in the north end of 
the island. That is thinking about the community.




You stated that you have a responsibility to the entire network. We urge you to 
look at the community as a whole and not as a building. We are not dots on the 
demographic chart, we are real people, with real children and real ideas.


Beside the plan to generate numbers for the English school system we need a 
plan to preserve programs at all different schools.  Merging/relocating  schools 
that are fully occupied is not the answer. We are all part of  workforces that have 
in some ways experienced merger and or takeovers, blended work forces. Once 
something is broken it is forever changed.


 It is imperative that we preserve the IB program at St Thomas intact. This 
means keeping TOGETHER all the staff, support staff and administration that 
made the program strong and achieved the high academic rating it has earned 
and enjoys.


From a concerned parent,


Agnes Gavin



