
St. Thomas High School- Major School Change Proposal 

Current St. Thomas Parent, Child in Grade 10 

 

I have read the proposals put forth on Lester B Pearson’s website and attended the 
Town Hall meeting at St. Thomas. As this will affect our daughter’s graduating year at 
St. Thomas, we are very opposed to any kind of change for the 2020-2021 school year. 
She was already affected by the Teacher’s strike when she was in Grade 6 (which 
affected many school & grad activities for our children) and now 2 of the 3 proposals 
brought forward by the school board will affect her last year of high school. Although our 
daughter is an IB student, many of her friends are not. There is a lot of uncertainty at 
this time as to whether or not all the children in her grade as well as the teachers,  will 
be able to remain together and graduate together, or if they will be dispersed to different 
schools due to zoning or the program they are in. 

After very careful consideration, we chose St. Thomas for both of our daughters due to 
the excellent academics it offered along with the wonderful staff. Our eldest daughter 
was lucky enough to graduate with her peers and friends this past year, our youngest 
may not be so lucky, and this is causing her a great deal of stress and anxiety, as it her 
friends. Instead of focusing on doing well in school, they are concerned about where 
they might need to go next year and whether or not they will all be together.  

I am aware that Mr. Burke asked us to keep our emotions out of any kind of brief, 
however emotions play a large factor whenever a decision such as this is being made. 
Mr. Burke also stated at the Town Hall meeting that he see that there are a lot of mixed 
emotions about the decision being made- it is however very clear to the majority of 
parents I have spoken with or that attended the Town Hall- we want St. Thomas to 
remain as is, we are not confused, we know what we want for our children. 

St. Thomas is a school at full capacity- there are no enrollment issues- in fact, they turn 
away students who would very much like to be there as there is no room. The reasons 
given by Mr. Burke for moving to Lindsay Place makes no sense. A school is not 
about the bricks & mortar or the physical address- it is about the students, staff 
and community as a whole. The move proposed by the school board does not keep 
everyone together as a whole, which will destroy the very essence of what makes St. 
Thomas an enriching and nurturing school for our children. St. Thomas has an excellent 
reputation for a reason, which is why so many parents and children choose to go.  

Mr. Burke also indicated that St. Thomas was not part of their final decision regarding 
the schools that are being closed, that they took this is an opportunity, and that they are 
consulting with the parents to see what they would like. I believe the parents have 
spoken loud & clear- don’t touch St. Thomas! As much as we would like St. Thomas 
to remain as is, I see that Lindsay Place also wants their school to remain intact. Why 
not move the vocational/ adult ed programs into Lindsay Place- that way everyone is 



happy as Lindsay remains as is and there is no need to split up or disperse the students 
at St. Thomas. 

What the school board also fails to recognize is that not all the children affected will 
remain with Lester B Pearson- I already know of many that have decided they will send 
their children to a French school or go private- further decreasing enrollment overall in 
our English schools.  

I hope that the school board will be good on their word that parents really have a say 
and that the education & well-being of all our children is top priority. 

It seems to me that there must be another reason why St. Thomas is being looked at, 
and the school board is not being transparent- otherwise why touch a school that has 
such a winning formula? 

 

Thank you, 

Andrea Benedek 

 

 


