
Vaudreuil-sur-le-Lac, October 10th 2019 

 

ATTN: Noel Burke, Chairman of the Board, Lester B. Pearson School Board 

Subject: Major School Change – St. Thomas 

 

Mr. Burke, 

I trust all is well. I am writing to you to weigh in on the aforementioned subject of major school change 

affecting St. Thomas. 

My family and I – 3 school-aged boys – recently moved back to Quebec from Calgary. When we planned 

to move back, one of our sons was going to start high school (grade 7). My wife and I researched the 

best schools we could send him to, understanding that with his academic history in Calgary, we knew he 

needed an environment that would be nurturing yet fairly disciplined with emphasis on creating 

responsible and independent citizens. 

What became clear was that St. Thomas was THE school for us. Its reputation was well known in Calgary 

– I was on the Board of Directors of the private school my sons went to (Calgary French and 

International School) – and the online research we did only confirmed that this was the school for us. 

Although we live off-island (Vaudreuil-sur-le-Lac), we committed to driving him to and from school 

everyday to make sure he had the best education suited to his needs.  

He is now in secondary 2 and although his first year had its ups and downs, he is now thriving – thanks 

largely to the staff at St. Thomas, as well as the esprit de corps that the school creates with its buildings 

and personnel. We are truly grateful that Aidan can attend such an institution. 

When we learned of the different options being considered for the school change, it struck a chord for 

all the reasons already mentioned. That being said, we also noticed that the options considered – or at 

least communicated – were very limited. There were no “out-of-the-box-thinking” there. It was all about 

moving 1,200 students to Lindsay Place. To me, this option is only one of many – and frankly not the 

optimal one. 

You have an at-capacity school at St. Thomas and a highly performing school at that. Yet the option 

examined is to “break” this and transplant ¾ of these students to Lindsay Place while relocating the 

other ¼ to whatever school would take them. This makes no sense and is profoundly disturbing to the 

St. Thomas and Lindsay Place students. 

Seeing that there are several schools in the LBPSB territory that are NOT at capacity, have we tried 

merging some of these?  

Or better yet, if the issue – as we were told – is to give a school to the French school board, why not give 

a greatly sub-utilized school such as Lindsay Place and move the 400 or so students from Lindsay Place 

to another nearby under-utilized school (I believe if your numbers are correct on the website that 

Beaconsfield High – a mere 9km away on the 20-axis - would be a perfect candidate to hold all of 

Lindsay Place students). 



Another options would be to “trade” schools with Felix-Leclerc. If the French school board is in need of a 

new school, why not give them Lindsay Place and transfer the Lindsay Place students – all of them – to 

the Felix-Leclerc building. That way the French school board gets a “newer” building and the LBPearson 

community gets to keep two great performing school with – and this is paramount – little impact on the 

students or the staff (and the families that support them). 

I know these decisions are always hard, but I feel that the two options outlined above would be much 

better than the options currently put on the table. 

I’m available to further the discussion if you want to reach out, 

Sincerely,  

Christian Laroche 

 

 

 

 

  




