
October 21th, 2019 
Dear LBPSB Administration & Major School Change Committee,  
 
After attending the Town Hall at St-Thomas High School on September 25th, I was 
encouraged to write a brief explaining my concerns.  
 
My children attend St-Thomas High School. Although the future change will not 
affect my daughter, who is in grade 11, it will definitely have a major impact on my 
son’s education who is in grade 9, in the Immersion Program.  
 
Six years ago, we visited many Open Houses in the LBPSB and I chose St-Thomas 
for my children for many reasons. Some of those reasons were the proximity of the 
school to our home, the different programs offered, the quality and diverse choice 
of complementary courses offered in cycle 2, the secondary 4 History course 
taught in French (Histoire) and the ‘’Français Langue Maternelle’’ course, are only 
to name a few. 
 
If I understand correctly, if the school board chooses scenario 2 (relocating the 
St-Thomas students into the Lindsay Place building), only the IB students would 
take that route. The Immersion/Core students from St-Thomas would be divided 
and sent to either BHS or PCHS, and not John Rennie since it is at full capacity. 
Unfortunately, even though we are zoned for John Rennie High School and live 
within walking distance from that school, that school would not be available to us. 
Students who are not even part of the LBPSB community who will be attending 
grade 7 in the fall, would have more options of schools available to them than my 
son will have, even though he has been in the LBPSB community for the last 10 
years. 
 
This option greatly affects my son’s future education. Pierrefonds Community HS 
is too far from where we live. BHS does not offer History in French (sec. 4) nor 
does it offer ‘’Français Langue Maternelle”. Being a francophone family, we put 
great value on these two aspects of his current education. In addition, my son 
would have to take the city bus to get to school, instead of walking to school like 
he does right now to St-Thomas. We did not choose BHS or PCHS six years ago 
because it did not seem like a good fit for my children, and that statement is still 
true today. Under normal circumstances, I would not consider BHS nor PCHS for 
my son’s education, but it seems that I might be forced to. Against my wishes, I 
am considering leaving LBPSB and registering my son at École secondaire Felix 
Leclerc, where I know his education will at least be stable until he graduates high 
school. However, that path is not my 1st choice but I feel that it may be my only 
available option. 
 



The notion of preserving the LBPSB community was often mentioned at the Town 
Hall meeting. The idea of community for an elementary student refers to his family 
and neighborhood friends. This concept is completely different for teenagers, 
where community is no longer limited to the immediate neighborhood but is 
replaced by and focuses on the friends that they interact with every day and to 
school life. My son has made solid friendships at St-Thomas with students in the 
IB, Immersion and Core programs. These relationships will build and shape his 
character. This major school change option would break all those friendships in a 
time of his life where friends have become his support system. It is my 
understanding that the students in Immersion/Core at Lindsay Place would share 
the same fate.  
 
If LBPSB chooses scenario 2, in total, approximately 500 IM/Core students, young 
and vulnerable souls and minds, would be displaced, taken from their familiar 
environment, and separated from their community that has, for years, offered them 
stability, security and support. 
 
If the ENTIRE St-Thomas body of students (IB, IM and Core) were to relocate to a 
different building, the impact would be completely different. It would simply mean 
a change in building; new classrooms, a new cafeteria, new gymnasiums, new 
hallways…. Those changes are easily adaptable for students but losing your sense 
of belonging and support system, is not. The lack of multiple gymnasiums at St-
Thomas High School was often mentioned at the Town Hall. However, as you can 
clearly notice, parents and students choose St-Thomas for the quality of education 
offered regardless of the number of gymnasiums the building offered.  
 
Furthermore, if scenario 1 (Place Cartier’s population relocate to Lindsay Place 
building) is chosen, then adults would be relocated, not children. Adults attending 
Place Cartier do not need or feel a sense of belonging towards their school or a 
feel for a community spirit, as they are all of different ages and different stages in 
their lives. They follow individual courses, at their own pace, during the day or 
evening, not in a cohort of fellow students, and will attend Place Cartier for several 
weeks to a few months, not years like high school students do. School and 
community life at that point, in an adult’s life, does not hold the same importance 
as during the teenage years. This scenario, a change in building, would minimize 
the disruption and its subsequent effect on students since it affects adults, not 
children.  
 
It was also mentioned at the Town Hall that the Major School Change could be 
effective in 2022 instead of 2020. I believe that this delay would allow the school 
board to plan further and act in a way that could have less of an impact on the high 
school student population, for either option chosen. If Place Cartier & Adult 
Education buildings are empty, that would liberate funds to either  



• renovate/modify the Lindsay Place building to adequately accommodate the 
Place Cartier adult students in a way that each distinct population has their 
own space, or  

• allow for the purchase of portable classrooms that could be annexed to the 
Lindsay Place building to accommodate 100% of the St-Thomas population 
(Immersion and Core students), in addition to the entire current Lindsay 
Place population. This would be a temporary solution, long enough for the 
school board to allow for students, already enrolled in these 2 merged 
schools, to finish their high school education in the program that they chose 
and are currently enrolled in.    

 
The importance of preserving the Lester B. Pearson School Board Community was 
repeated many times at the Town Hall. Yet, by choosing scenario 2 and its rapid 
implementation for the 2020 academic school year,  it will completely destroy two 
successful, thriving, strong and diverse communities. That is a shame... for the 
students.  
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
Mylaine Fournier 

 
 

 




