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Brief – Major School Change - St. Thomas High School 

Best to maintain St.Thomas High School Community together 

The Major School Change has given the opportunity to St. Thomas High School to change school 

infrastructure to Lindsey Place.  However, it would not be all students that would be involved in the 

move.  The Immersion students would be displaced since they would not move with their fellow 

students.  Instead they will be separated from the St. Thomas High School community. St. Thomas High 

School has been an excellent school and has an extraordinary reputation which explains its high 

attendance rate.  The reason why this school is doing extremely well is due to the presence of all the 

students and all the programs that are available.  This mix of students has always been successful for 

the school.  

As an alumni and honors student of St. Thomas High School from the Immersion program (at the time 

the IB program was not available).  St. Thomas High School was and still is an excellent high school.  I 

was extremely surprised to have seen it on the list for Major School Changes.  This is a school with an 

exceptional reputation and is well at occupancy of students attending the school.  Learning on 

September 25th that the reason the school was on the list was to give it an opportunity to move 

buildings.  However, I am greatly concerned about this move as it would not move all the students.  

Segregating the students would not be a good idea.  What makes St. Thomas High School exceptional is 

the way it is currently running.  Losing the Immersion students would not be advantageous.  What 

makes St. Thomas High School special is its current community.  Moving to another school may impact 

this community in a negative way.  Why risk it. 

My children have already experienced a forced fusion when they were at elementary school.  The school 

that they were enrolled in was running at maximal capacity (some would even say it was bursting at the 

seams).  It fused with a school that had low enrollment.  We can speak from experience that the fusion 

did make the school lose a certain culture.  The feeling of their original school was not the same after 

the fusion and my children still speak about how they wished they were still at the school they were 

originally enrolled in.  Imagine…it impacted them at an early age.  This impact would be stronger as 

teenagers.  Teenagers undergo enough changes as it is:  they are learning about who they are, becoming 

young adults, changes in their body are occurring.  The last thing that should be done is impose another 

change especially if they are happy where they are (ie the high school that they chose to attend to).  A 

wrong move will impact the students especially the ones that feel accepted in the St. Thomas High 

School environment. 

My son is very happy to be a St. Thomas High School student and is in the Immersion program.  His 

interactions with all the students in different programs and all the teachers have been very positive and 

has given him motivation.  He feels welcomed here and it stems from the first day he visited the school 

at the Open House.  There’s a special feeling here that is difficult to put in words but he got a feel of it as 

he strolled in the hallways and met various teachers.  He even felt empowered.  When he visited the 

math class during the Open House he came across different exercises to answer.  He gave it a shot.  

Ended up working on mathematical questions he had never learned about.  The math teacher looked at 

his answers as he was answering the questions and asked him if he had ever done problems like these 

before.  The answer was no.  She then asked what grade are you in and at what school.  She was quite 

impressed and shared her excitement with my son as well as her IB students that were present to let 

him know that he was getting the answers correctly and asked him how he was doing it.  His answer was 



he used logic.  All this to say that this story is still remembered and my son felt empowered and gave 

him confidence.  He feels accepted at St. Thomas High School and this is very important for him.  By 

having this positive environment is allowing him to excel in what he does.  Changing his environment 

could be detrimental to him.  He gets easily distracted and I would not want a change of building to 

affect how well he is doing in school.  He’s on a correct path at the moment and want to keep him on 

this safe path. The same path that both his parents have done.  My daughter who is in grade 5 at the 

moment would also like to experience the St. Thomas High School experience that her parents had and 

that her brother is having.   

It is not a building that makes a high school.  It is the community inside the school that makes the 

difference and this includes the Immersion students.  Breaking them up (or displacing them as what 

was said at the Town Hall) would be a lost asset to the school. 

Recommendation:  For the Major School Changes the focus should be on affecting the least number of 

students because change will not be easy, as seen in the example with the forced fusion of two 

elementary schools mentioned above.  St. Thomas High School is running strong with a great reputation 

and it is best to leave it as is so that it can continue to flourish.  A move to another building is not worth 

the risk for these students nor for the great teachers at this school. 

Other aspects that the move to another building would add complications: 

(i) Distance  The school is further.  Traveling will be an issue. 

(ii) Connections and Comfort    Students have made connections with the teachers and 

members of the school management. 

(iii) Friendships  Close friends are at the school that will be affected if a move were to take 

place. 

 

Overall, it is best for St. Thomas High School to stay united, remain where it is and let’s keep all 

students on track and happy of where they are.  Via, Veritas, Vita – these words have stayed with me 

ever since I’ve been a student at St. Thomas High School and this is why I am sharing my concerns, 

comments and suggestions about the Major School Change proposals.   
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