
 
November 7, 2019 
 

Michael Yeomans 
168 Belmont Avenue 
Pointe-Claire, H9R 2P9 

Mr. Yeomans 
 
Please find below responses to the questions we identified in your message.  

First and foremost, it should be your main priority to disrupt the life of AS FEW students 
as possible.  You would achieve this by simply relocating the St-Thomas student body to 
as many schools as necessary.  Instead, you have opted to disrupt students at Lindsay 
Place as well.  Please explain why you came to this conclusion. 

We have been explicit in public meetings that student displacement is inevitable in any scenario. 
We have been equally explicit in stating that we have run multiple combinations of scenarios 
showing the displacement impact of any decision.  Those displacements, and their impact, are 
one of the factors being weighed in the decision making process. 

The current consultation involves both our Youth and Adult sectors.  The adult population from 
Sources Boulevard west is currently housed in four different locations.  Only the West Island 
Career Center (Pierrefonds) is excluded from the consultation.  Two other locations (Place 
Cartier and Allancroft Annex) are housed in repurposed elementary school space which are 
neither ideal for adult learners nor afford any real opportunity for program growth and 
development.  Additionally, each require significant capital investment.  The fourth location, 
Sources Adult and Career Center, is in the former Riverdale building, now the property of the 
Commission scolaire Marguerite-Bourgeoys.  One of the objectives of the consultation is to 
consolidate adult services from the three smaller centers under a single roof.  Thus the inclusion 
of both the St. Thomas and Lindsay Place buildings in possible scenarios. 

I find it incredible that the school board does not prioritize students who live closer to a school 
in question….How does the current policy make any kind of sense, and how could a policy 
like this even come into being in the first place? 

The LBPSB’s Enrollment Criteria responds to sections 4 and 239 of the Education Act which 
frame our obligations regarding student enrollment.  That criteria does prioritize students living 
within walking distance (2400m) of a school after granting priority to those currently attending. 

https://boardsite.lbpsb.qc.ca/Modules/FileManagement/files/Root/Council/docs/policies/POLICY_Enrolment%20Criteria%20Policy%202016-17%20EN%20Version%20Council%20Dec%2014%202015.pdf


That criteria also establishes that students enrolled in a magnet program are exempted from the 
criteria and that exceptions may be necessary for schools affected by a Major School Change. 
As per Article 239 this policy has been sent for consultation with the Parent Committee and 
Governing Boards regularly over the course of the board’s history.  In any circumstances where 
space is available in a school, the Enrollment Criteria would be applied to determine the 
allocation of available pupil places. 

I would like a very explicit answer why the simplest, most obvious solution has not even been 
listed in your proposal:  That the new school have a NEW name, that combines elements of 
both of the school names. 
 
At the time of the consultation launch a merger was not a scenario being considered.  That does 
not preclude it being proposed in a brief by an individual or a Governing Board for consideration 
by the Council of Commissioners. 

Why is there no longer any mention of the St-Thomas building being re-purposed by 
Felix-Leclerc?  Do they no longer require it? 

There has never been any discussion of the St. Thomas building being re-purposed for the 
CSMB.  They have indicated urgent need for pupil places at the Secondary level in Pierrefonds 
and minor need in Lachine. Their other immediate stated need is for elementary space in 
Beaconsfield.  

Is it your intention to share all briefs on the website as well? 

All briefs currently submitted have been  made available for preliminary review for 
commissioners.  Once the submission deadline of November 15th has passed, all submissions 
will be posted on our website for public perusal. 

In addition, I would like to know how you are weighing the comments and concerns from the 
public? How will these be applied? 
 
As indicated, all briefs and other messages submitted are currently available to Council 
members.  Similarly, any briefs received up until the November 15th deadline will be made 
available to them immediately and, after November 15, to the public via web posting.  Governing 
Board remains the official voice of a school community and it is anticipated that the Governing 
Boards of the schools named will submit a formal brief as part of this process.  For individuals or 
Governing Boards speaking to their briefs at the scheduled Town Halls of November 26-27, 
commissioners may have particular clarification questions regarding the content or seek 



elaboration on those points.  The input received is considered in its totality with particular 
attention granted to the perspective of the Governing Board. 
 
Should you wish further clarification on these responses, or on any other matter related to this 
process, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Tom Rhymes 
Assistant Director General 
LBPSB 


